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Details Announced for Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk of South Wood County
For Immediate Release – May 24, 2011
Contact:
Amy Fluno, United Way of Inner Wisconsin and Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee Co-chair, 715-421-0390.

Connie Eisch, UW Extension and Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee member, 715-421-8440.
WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI – Stuff the School Bus will be on August 11, 2011 during Lunch By The River at Veteran’s Memorial Park, 11:30am – 1:00pm.  This event will take place rain or shine!  We will have two school buses parked at Lunch By The River and we’ll be “stuffing” it with donations of school supplies.  
We are looking for businesses, churches, service organizations and clubs who are interested in being official drop off locations from July 18 to August 11, 2011.  Organizations who are official drop off locations can be listed on our web page at www.uwiw.org/stuff_the_bus  and can also download materials, such as signs and fliers.  You can also become a fan of our Facebook Page.
Individuals who do not wish to hold a drive, but want to contribute, can purchase school supplies and drop them off at one of the official drop off sites or at Lunch By The River on August 11, 2011.  Monetary donations and gift certificates are also accepted.  Checks can be written to “Stuff the Bus/Stuff the Desk” and mailed to Stuff the Bus/Stuff the Desk, 351 Oak Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494
We are also looking for volunteers to distribute fliers, sort donations and help distribute the school supplies to needy children during the Stuff the Desk event.  
Stuff the Desk will be held August 19, 2011, from 7:00am – 6:00pm at Lincoln High School, 1801 16th St. S., Wisconsin Rapids. Stuff the Desk is open to children and youth in grades 4K through 12th grade enrolled in Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools, the Port Edwards School District, the Nekoosa School District, and surrounding south Wood County public and parochial schools.  Any family who is in financial need qualifies.  
Families need to simply attend Stuff the Desk, bring a canned food item (to be donated to local food pantries) and fill out an application.  An application can also be downloaded from www.uwiw.org/stuff_the_bus.  Children need not be present; we also encourage children to use backpacks for more than one year.  Spanish and Hmong translators will be present.
There will also be a “Stuff the Bus” collection in Adams County on August 19, 2011. 
For more information on both school supply drives, call United Way’s 2-1-1 by dialing 2-1-1 on your phone or cell phone (or directly at 715-423-0211).  
About the Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee
Stuff the School Bus is a collaborative effort of several local non-profit, government and school agencies including:  Caring Closet, the Family Center, Inc., Nekoosa School District, Port Edwards School District, the UW Extension Office, United Way of Inner Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Rapids Family Resource Center, and Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools and surrounding schools.  

Every year, the Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee asks the community to actually stuff a school bus with donations of school supplies.   The event is held during Lunch By The River.  Later, the donated school supplies are distributed to local, needy children during the Stuff the Desk event.  All families who are in financial need are eligible; they simply need to attend Stuff the Desk, bring a canned food item to donate to area food pantries, and fill out an application.
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