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PURPOSE OF THE AWARD:

The Volunteer Recognition Awards are designed to recognize volunteers in south Wood and Adams Counties who demonstrate commitment to volunteering and are actively volunteering in the community.

	· One Adult Group Award

· One Adult Individual Award




CATEGORIES:

· One Youth Group Award

· One Youth Individual Award

ELIGIBILITY:

· An individual/group active in volunteer efforts may be nominated for work done from January 1, 2011 until February 29, 2012.
· Individuals/groups whom are paid for their volunteer activities (other than reimbursement for out-of-pocket expenses) are not eligible.
· The volunteer work must have been done in south Wood and Adams Counties.  However, nominees need not be residents of these localities.

· Group Award – needs two or more individuals.

NOMINATING PROCEDURES:

· The nomination form must be filled out completely and legibly (please print or type).  Your nomination should address as many of the Selection Criteria (below) as possible.  An incomplete application form will be disqualified.

· Individuals or groups may nominate more than one individual or group.  Self-nominations will also be accepted.

· Nominations must be received no later than NOON, Friday, March 9, 2012.

· The Award Selection Committee may request additional information from nominees, nominators, or the volunteer’s organization.

· Nomination information must be limited to one 8 ½“ x 11” page, double-spaced, using nothing smaller than a     10-point font.  A list of organizations and volunteer hours can be added.

· The Award Selection Committee’s decision will be final.  Nominations become the property of United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center and will not be returned.

SELECTION CRITERIA:

· NEED – Nominee contributed a needed service to the community.
· ACTION – Involvement of the nominee was active, not figurehead.
· INITIATIVE – Nominee initiated new programs or activities and used new methods to solve problems.
· ACHIEVEMENT – Nominee accomplished desired results.
· IMPACT – The activity or service produced positive changes and/or provided examples for other groups.
· TIME – Amount of time devoted to the activity or service was significant.
· CHALLENGE – Nominee overcame unusual challenges such as limited resources, public perceptions of the problem or physical or mental disabilities.

COMPLETED NOMINATIONS NEED TO INCLUDE:

· Nomination form.
· Essay written by the nominee, nominator or a member of the volunteer’s organization.  The essay subject is  “Explain how the nominee met the selection criteria.”
· A list of organizations and volunteer hours is recommended.

DEADLINE:  Completed nomination forms must be received no later than NOON, Friday, March 9, 2012.  Nomination forms can be mailed to:  United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center, 351 Oak Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494; faxed to 715-421-3740; or emailed to angie@uwiw.org.  Call 715-421-0390 for more information.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION BREAKFAST:  All nominees will be invited to and honored during the Volunteer Recognition Breakfast on April 17, 2012 (7:15am Registration, 7:45am Breakfast, 8:00am Program) at the Hotel Mead, 451 East Grand Ave., Wisconsin Rapids, WI.
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION AWARDS 

FOR SERVICE JANUARY 1, 2011 TO FEBRUARY 29, 2012 FOR SOUTH WOOD AND ADAMS COUNTIES

INSTRUCTIONS:  To mail or fax – complete the form below, including the essay, print and mail/fax.  To email: complete the form below, including the essay, save as a Word document or PDF and email as an attachment.  Please submit no later than NOON on Friday, March 9, 2012.  Nominations received after NOON will be disqualified.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

PART 1. NOMINATION FORM

Check one:
 Youth Group

 Youth Individual
 Adult Group

 Adult Individual
INDIVIDUAL NOMINEE (YOUTH AND ADULT)

Full Name________________________________________________________________________________________        
Use correct spelling & punctuation.  This is how the name will appear in official materials and releases.

Address_____________________________________________________  Phone:______________________________

City_________________________________________________  State_________________  Zip___________________

Please list two references with phone numbers:

1.__________________________________________________________  Phone:______________________________

2.__________________________________________________________  Phone:______________________________

If selected for an award, would the nominee like to give an acceptance speech (two minutes max.)?    Yes    No

(This is optional and does NOT affect the outcome of the award.)

GROUP NOMINEE (YOUTH AND ADULT)

Full Name of Group_________________________________________________________________________________        Use correct spelling & punctuation.  This is how the name will appear in official materials and releases.

Contact Person____________________________________________________________________________________

This person should be willing to speak about the group’s activities.  Two minutes max.

Address_____________________________________________________  Phone:______________________________

City_________________________________________________  State_________________  Zip___________________

PART 2. WRITTEN ESSAY – Needed for all categories
In order to complete this nomination process, the nominee, nominator, or a member of the volunteer’s organization must write an essay on the following:  “Explain how the nominee met the selection criteria.”  Comments must be limited to one 

8 ½“ x 11” page, double-spaced and using nothing smaller than a 10-point font.  A list of organizations and volunteer hours can be added.  Please print legibly or type.  

Entries must include the nomination form and essay and can be mailed to:  United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center, 351 Oak Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494; faxed to 715-421-3740; or emailed to angie@uwiw.org.   
Call 715-421-0390 for more information.

Name of Nominator______________________________________________________  Date______________________
