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United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center Announces “Outstanding Volunteer of the Year” Nominees
For Immediate Release – March 29, 2011
Contact: Amy Fluno, United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center Coordinator, 715-421-0390
WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI – United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center received 25 nominations in four categories for the Outstanding Volunteer of the Year Awards.  An independent Awards Selection Committee met to select the recipients of this year’s awards.  The awards will be presented at the 20th Annual Volunteer Recognition Breakfast which is to be held on April 12, 2011 at the Hotel Mead.  

All 25 nominees will receive special recognition during the breakfast.  Mayor Mary Jo Carson will also be present to proclaim April 10-16, 2011 as “National Volunteer Recognition Week.”
The Volunteer Recognition Breakfast is being sponsored in part by the Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune, through the Gannett Foundation.  Cost for the breakfast is $7.00.  RSVPs need to be received by Tuesday, April 5, 2011.  A registration form can be downloaded from the United Way website at www.uwiw.org.

There are four award categories:  Youth Individual, Youth Group, Adult Individual and Adult Group.  The nominees are as follows:

6 Individual Youth

Jordan Becker-  Jordan is a senior at Lincoln High School and is very active in her school and community. She is heavily involved with the Aqua Skiers Show Team. This past year she took on the role of secretary. She has taken on many new responsibilities such as creating a monthly newsletter, taking notes at the meetings, contacting team members about new information and keeping a binder of everything that happens with the team. Jordan is also on the student council, and involved in CCHI (Central Cities Health Institute), Promote and many small projects.

Dalton Hess- Dalton has participated in numerous volunteering projects throughout the year. He has volunteered for student council by helping with planning, designing and decorating the school for formal dances. He also helped the Elks Club purchase food for 10 families in the area.  Dalton was also involved with the Boy Scouts of America in which he helped plan, organize and participate in the Cub Scouts Jamboree. Dalton was involved in many other volunteer projects at Lincoln High School throughout the year.

Eric Schiesser- Eric has been involved in many activities at Lincoln High School as well as the Wisconsin Rapids community. He has been active in Boy’s Basketball, Student Council, and Community Care Day. Through these activities Eric has overcome many challenges and become more social and aware of the importance of volunteering.

Hayley Trzinski- Hayley has been volunteering her time and talents at Grace Lutheran Church. She helps on a weekly basis in the nursery and teaches Sunday School. Hayley is always willing to help and has taken on many adult volunteer roles. In July, Hayley went on a mission trip to Cincinnati, Ohio for a week and helped clean up yards and a park area. She is not afraid to try new things and face challenges.

Matthew Stoltz-  Matthew has been involved in the Boys and Girls Club for the past few years. This year he organized a drive to collect sports equipment for underprivileged youth throughout the world. The drive brought in over 550 items, estimated at over $13,000. Matthew also served on the Community Care Day board as well as a student advisor for Community Candles.

Linsey Feit- Linsey has volunteered her time this past year by helping with the United Way Stuff the Bus/Desk projects, Wisconsin Rapids Fright in the Night attraction, McMillan Library Summer Reading program. She also assists at school on a daily basis and at music and sporting events. 

YOUTH GROUP:

Lincoln High School Student Council-  The student council at Lincoln High School is committed to being an active volunteer group. Members volunteer their time for the school as well as in the community.  This past year the student council organized several food drives. South Wood Emergency Pantry Shelf was given over 1,600 items from one drive. They also volunteered at the Neighborhood Table. They have done many projects at school to help support the students and also the community.

Grandfriends: An Intergenerational Project- Grandfriends brings together first graders from Our Lady Queen of Heaven School and the elderly. They have made many projects together over the past year. In January they knotted 22 fleece baby blankets and then donated them to the Family Resource Center for needy families in South Wood County.

Off-beet Percussion- Off-beet is a group of junior and senior high students whose purpose is reaching out to others. The students practice their percussion every Wednesday evening to prepare for events or ministry opportunities. They have been involved in many community events such as Day of Caring, Cranberry Fest, Puppets in the Park and many other local benefits and fundraisers.

ADULT INDIVIDUAL- 

Carole Dorn- Carole has been volunteering her time for hospice for more than 10 years. She is a role model for newly trained volunteers and is willing to accept any assignment given. Carol also gives her time to two churches, Riverview Hospital Association, Riverview Auxiliary, the food pantry and also helps in a kindergarten classroom on a weekly basis.

Orva Schmick- Ovra is 96 years young and has been volunteering her time for over thirty years to the same group. She is still actively directing the Senior Sing-Along and Band every Tuesday. She does all the booking, record keeping, group history and leading the signing. 

Mary Paul- Mary and her therapy dog Daisy visit three first grade classes once a week. Mary and Daisy listen to the children read and this has helped many children improve their reading. They also go to a local nursing home and visit with the residents who receive much joy from the both of them.

Ellen Riggenbach- Ellen visits Grove Elementary School once a month to read to the first grade class. She always knows what books they will enjoy and does finger plays for the children. She is always enthusiastic and everyone enjoys her visits.

Carol Schroeder-  Carol volunteered her time this past year at Strawberry Lane Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center. She spent many hours decorating for Christmas and making the home look beautiful for all the residents to enjoy. She is also active in her church and with the Beta Phi Sorority. This year she was voted Valentine Queen.

Pat Resheske- Pat improves the lives of students everyday at Alexander Middle School. He is involved with tutoring, chess team, baseball clinics and many other school activities. He connects with the students and helps them to improve their skills. Pat has become a great role model for the middle school students.

Lisa Wendt- Lisa donates her time, thoughts and input at Mead Elementary Charter School to help make it a better place for students. She has taken on many leadership roles and has gotten to know the students and staff as well as community members. She has been volunteering at Mead for twelve years.

Ginny Steen- Ginny has been involved with the Neighborhood Table since she helped start it in 2003. She is vital and indispensible to this program. She is still actively involved and plays many roles in the program. She has helped feed thousands of meals to the hungry in our community.

William Mohr-  Bill is a dedicated volunteer at Immanuel Lutheran School. He helps as a noon duty supervisor, library aide, magazine drive, pancake supper worker, chaperon and driver for field trips and sorts milk caps. Bill always tries to find to support and assist in the operation of the school.

Lois Jenkin- Lois donates much of her time to helping at Grove school. She spends time reading with students and encourages them to become good readers while having fun. Lois is the coordinator for the “Reading is Fundamental” book distribution for the building.

Esther Becker- Esther volunteers her time at Grant Elementary School by being a parent advisor, chairing the Spring Carnival and spending many hours doing other activities throughout the school. She is also a volunteer at Assumption Catholic Schools as well as on the Aqua Skiers Show Team board. Esther is also involved in her church in many projects.

Paula Klevene- Paula has become very active at Historic Point Basse. She sells tickets for special events, works in the gift shop and also helps with the garden. Paula has spent many hours working on the garden and making it come alive.

Brenda Simon- Brenda has been a steady volunteer at Howe Elementary School for over thirteen years. She has spent thousands of hours helping the students and staff alike. She has helped to coordinate many of the school’s yearly activities. She has a deep passion for the students and staff at Howe.

ADULT GROUP- 
Wisconsin Rapids Balloon Rally & Music Festival Committee-  This committee came together to keep the rally going after the founder passed away. They have been very active in helping make this event successful every year and have raised over $155,000 during the past ten years. They have taken this big undertaking and made it a great community event.

Marshfield Clinc Americorps Volunteers at Mead Elementary Charter School- AmeriCorps volunteers have been very active at Mead School. They assist the staff and make a huge impact in the lives of the students every day. They face daily challenges of keeping children engaged while meeting their needs, yet providing a safe, fun and caring environment. 

Neighborhood Table- The Neighborhood Table has been feeding the community’s hungry since 2003. They have been helping others in the community thru the volunteers who help serve and the people who donate both food and money. They serve over 20,000 meals each year and are active in the community.

About United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s Volunteer Center

The Volunteer Center is a division of United Way of Inner Wisconsin.  Its mission is to mobilize and inspire people to utilize their talents to enhance our community.

The Volunteer Center is a clearing house for requests for volunteers and requests for volunteer opportunities.  Agencies contact the Volunteer Center with projects and/or ongoing volunteer needs; volunteers who contact the Volunteer Center are then matched with agency requests, based on their interests, talents and schedules.  An online database of volunteer opportunities is available at www.uwiw.org, then click on “Volunteer.”

The Volunteer Center works on several annual events such as Stuff the School Bus School Supply Drive, Day of Caring and the Volunteer Recognition Breakfast.  The Volunteer Center also provides workshops such as the Volunteer Management Training Series.

A weekly “Volunteer Opportunity Column” can be found every week on River Cities Community Access, on www.gorapids.com, in the Voice, and every Saturday in the Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune.

###
