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United Way of Inner Wisconsin Kicks Off Annual Campaign September 1, 2011
For Immediate Release – August 31, 2011
Contact: Tari Jahns, CEO, 715-421-0390
WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI – The United Way of Inner Wisconsin campaign will begin September 1, 2011 and continue until October 31, 2011.  In 2012, United Way of Inner Wisconsin will be funding 45 programs at 29 local agencies.  Dollars to support those programs will be raised this fall.  

There are a number of ways you can support United Way of Inner Wisconsin during campaign time!  

The Workplace Campaign

Most dollars for United Way are raised during workplace campaigns.  As the economy continues to struggle and workforces are reduced, the need in our local area is even greater than ever before.  United Way is looking for more local businesses to hold first-time campaigns and work together to make our community a better place for all of our residents.

To begin a first-time United Way campaign, or learn how having a campaign can benefit your business or organization, contact the United Way office at 715-421-0390, send an email to angie@uwiw.org, or visit www.uwiw.org.  
Small Business Phone-a-Thon
Organizations who do not hold a United Way campaign can still participate through our “Small Business Phone-a-Thon” on September 15, 2011.  Volunteers will be contacting local small businesses and asking them to make a corporate contribution.  Call our office at 715-421-0390 for more information.
Donate as an individual
Individuals who do not have access to a workplace campaign can still give to United Way of Inner Wisconsin!

· You can visit www.uwiw.org and click on “Give.” You can download a pledge card, or make an online donation using your credit card.
· You can also call the United Way of Inner Wisconsin to be added to one of our mailings.

· We especially invite retirees who supported United Way through the workplace campaign to contact us and update their contact information.
Special Events
You can also support United Way of Inner Wisconsin by participating in our special events!

· “Back to Football Friday” will be September 9, 2011.  We are asking local businesses to allow their employees to wear their favorite NFL clothing with jeans for a $5.00 donation to United Way of Inner Wisconsin.  Call the United Way office at 715-421-0390 if you plan to participate so we can take photos for our photo gallery.
· We will be holding a brat fry on September 17, 2011 from 9am – 2pm at the Quality Foods IGA on West Grand Ave.

· United Way Day at McDonald’s will be October 12, 2011 at the Wisconsin Rapids McDonald’s restaurant from 7am – 7pm.  100% of the proceeds will benefit United Way of Inner Wisconsin.  Please join us for breakfast, lunch, dinner and lots of in-between snacks!
· We will be having a Community-Wide Denim Day on October 28, 2011.  We are asking local businesses to allow their employees to wear denim for a $5.00 donation to United Way of Inner Wisconsin

Volunteer
If you would like to give of your time, please contact the United Way of Inner Wisconsin Volunteer Center at 715-421-0390.  Our Volunteer Center Coordinator will listen to your interests and match you with the perfect volunteer opportunity!
If you are looking for a one-time volunteer opportunity to get you started, think about participating in our Day of Caring on October 22, 2011!  We will be raking yards for our local elderly and disabled neighbors; and working on special projects from local non-profit organizations.  All volunteers receive a free t-shirt and lunch. Contact the Volunteer Center at 715-421-0390 for more information.
About United Way of Inner Wisconsin

United Way of Inner Wisconsin is a trusted and established community resource.  Dollars from the annual campaign fund local programs that fill gaps in services in the following Vision Goals:  Fulfilling Basic Needs, Helping Children and Youth Succeed, and Supporting Vulnerable and Aging Populations.  

Volunteers identify the gaps in services and make funding recommendations.  This focus on community priorities is in accordance with United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s “Community Impact Funding Model,” serving the greatest needs in our communities.  

United Way of Inner Wisconsin regularly receives current information about local programs that apply for funding, it is in a unique position to unify resources.  This relationship with local non-profit organizations results in many collaborative efforts, reducing duplication of services.
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