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Stuff the School Bus in South Wood County Was A Success!
For Immediate Release – September 19, 2011
Contact:
Amy Fluno, United Way of Inner Wisconsin and Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee Co-Chair, 715-421-0390.

Angela Loucks, United Way of Inner Wisconsin and Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee member, 715-421-0390.

Connie Eisch, UW Extension and Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee member, 715-421-8440.
WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI – With over 1,030 children served, the 2011 Stuff the School Bus event was truly a success.  Stuff the School Bus was held August 11, 2011 at Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Then on August 19, 2011, during the Stuff the Desk Event local children received the school supplies they need for the school year.  The event was held at Lincoln High School. 

Consider these statistics:
· During “Stuff the School Bus” on August 11, 2011, we collected:  398 backpacks, 2,781 folders, 1,109 wide-ruled notebooks, 660 college ruled notebooks, 587  pens, 428 packs of wide ruled loose leaf paper, 402 boxes of crayons, 644 glue sticks, and much more.
· 47 volunteers helped to distribute school supplies to children on Stuff the Desk on August 19, 2011 at Lincoln High School.

· 1,030 students received school supplies during “Stuff the Desk” On August 19, 2011 at Lincoln High School.  
· Of the students served this year, 99% qualified for free and reduced lunches.  
· The leftover school supplies were taken to Caring Closet and to each school.
· Because each family was asked to bring a canned food donation to Stuff the Desk, 14 boxes of food were collected during Stuff the Desk on August 19, 2011 and donated to South Wood Emergency Pantry Shelf.
The Stuff the School Bus Committee would like to thank everyone who helped to make this possible:  the volunteers, the organizations who held school supply drives, the individuals and organizations who donated school supplies and cash donations, and our local media who ran in-kind print advertising and aired free public service announcements.  Thanks to everyone working together, we made an incredible impact on the lives of local, needy children.  Thank you!  To view a complete listing of everybody who made this event a success, please visit www.uwiw.org/stuff_the_bus.html.   
School supply donations are needed year round due to disasters (such as a house fire), when a needy family moves to the area during the school year, or sometimes children simply run out.  Any child who needs school supplies during the school year can contact Caring Closet or talk to the guidance counselor at his/her school.  Anybody who would like to make a donation of school supplies during the school year can contact Caring Closet or the nearest school.  

Call United Way’s 2-1-1 for more information about donating or receiving supplies.  On your phone or cell phone, simply call 2-1-1 (or 715-423-0211).
About the Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee
Stuff the School Bus is a collaborative effort of several local non-profit, government and school agencies including:  Caring Closet, the Family Center, Inc., Nekoosa School District, Port Edwards School District, the UW Extension Office, United Way of Inner Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Rapids Family Resource Center, and Wisconsin Rapids Public Schools and surrounding schools.  
Every year, the Stuff the School Bus/Stuff the Desk Committee asks the community to actually stuff a school bus with donations of school supplies.   The event is held during Lunch By The River.  Later, the donated school supplies are distributed to local, needy children during the Stuff the Desk event.  All families who are in financial need are eligible; they simply need to attend Stuff the Desk, bring a canned food item to donate to area food pantries, and fill out an application.
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